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April 7, 1993
, o . 73
Director of Legislative Affairs //42

Pederal Communications Commission
1919 M Street
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir/Madam:
Enclosed are comments from several of my constituents

regarding the proposed rule in PR Docket 92-235 concerning radio
controlled model airplanes. :

b S,

the commission’s final policy position is formulated.
Thank you for your time and courtesy.
With best wishes,

“Sincerely,

ohn Warner

JW/ap
Enclosures



8003 Totlliver Road
Richmond, VA 23229
February 15, 1993

The Honorable John W. Warner
1100 E. Main Street
Richmond, VA. 23219

Dear Senator Warner:

| have been flying radio controlled model airplanes for nearly forty years and it has been my
main source of recreation. | am greatly concemed that the proposed Federal Communications
Commission rule changes in PR Docket 92-235 will make by hobby both more dangerous and

expensive.

The building and flying of radio controlied mode! airplanes. is a hobby and a sport which |
believe should be encouraged by the Federal Government. | have seen members from my
chih.aninin the 1l § Aic Enrre towicsue careers in_avistion and banome aingtaft nilots  One

member of our club, whose parents would drive him to our flying en he was a young
boy, was a fighter pilot in Desert Storm. Another boy with a leaming disability and few friends
became an expert model airplane pilot which greatly increased his self esteem and his circle
of friends. | feel that this is probably one of the best hobbies a young person can pursue as
the building and flying of radio controlled airplanes teaches many skills which are more
vailuable to the nation than the playing of Nintendo.

This is a hobby which many retired people like myself enjoy. In fact, many people do not
become active in the sport untit they retire because much more time is spent in building than
in flying. There is also the opportunity to be creative, as few people are able to build a model
airplane without incorporating some of their own ideas, and many design their own planes.

Anything that you can do to protect or promote the flying of radio controlled model airplanes
will be greatly appreciated by me and thousands of fellow mode! flyers.

Sincerely,

s f/%//

George W Habel, Jr.

P.S. We also have a probiem in obtaining flying sites as urban sprawl encroaches on many
of the fields we are now using. Anything you can do to encourage the use of public land for
flying sites would be of great benefit to us. Here in Henrico County, we have landfills which
would make very good and convenient model airports.
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February 8, 1993

The Honorable John W. Warner
1100 E. Main Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Dear Senator Warner:

It has recently come to my attention that the FCC is considering an
action that will severely limit and will also make unsafe a very im-
portant hobby of mine, radio controlled (R/C) model airplanes. I

have been involved in this hobby with my son for five years. As I
understand it, FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making in PR Docket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. My understanding of
this proposed rule change is that in order to better serve users of
land mobile radio users, the rule eliminates the safe use of the majo-
rity of the channels on the 72 Mhz band and 10 of the thirty frequencies
on the 75 Mhz band now used by hobbyists. As you can imagine, my son
and I invest a significant amount of time and money creating a safe and
enjoyable airplane. We go to great lengths to assure the safty of both
operators and bystanders and the protection of property when we fly

our model aircraft. These models are capable of causing serious injury
or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of his craft. Even very brief interference from outside radio sources
can cause these craft to hurdle out of control,

I hope that you will carefully consider the competing interests involved
here, and that you will determine whether or not it is wise of the FCC
to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users
at the expense of radio controlled modelers. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like me, and I have greatly
benefited by having this hobby to use as a means to spend time with my
son.

Obviously, I would like to ask you to consider opposing the FCC and its
plans to carry out its proposal (PR 92-235), but I am, at the same time,
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RE: Against PR Dockett 92-235
To: The Honorable John W. Warner

February 8, 1993

aware that none of these issues is clear-cut., 1 trust you to make the

most appropriate decision.

Sincerely,

_RLR 2

Lawrence E. Blanchard, III, M.D.

LEB/nsh






Bruce E. Brooks.
Architect

The Honorable John W. Warner
1100 E. Main St.
Richmond, va. 23219

Dear Senator : RE:Against PR Docket 92-235

It has recently come to my attention that the FCC is considering an
action that will severely limit and will also make unsafe a very important
hobby of mine, Radioc Controlled (R/C) model airplanes, helicopters, cars
and boats. I have been involved in this hobby for tO years. When you
consider there are thousands of other R/C hobbyists in the U.S. just like
mysel?f, these proposed rule changes will affect more than 500,000 people
economically and in terms of enjoyment. In 1991 FCC made some rules changes
that dropped Radio frequencies that are no longer usable.

FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part
90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of R/C
aircraft and surface models by keeping 10Khz spacing between fixed
commercial users and frequencies used by R/C enthusiasts. the new Part 88
will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz available to us,
eliminating sage use of at least 31 of the S0 channels on the 72 Mhz band
and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 Mhz band now used by hobbyists.

I am very concerned about these changes. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model us and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model aircraft.

When we fly our model R/C aircraft, we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of both operators and bystanders and the protection of property.
The Models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they
are capable of causing serious injury, or even death if radio interference
cause the operator to lose control of his craft., These models are flown at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators and spectators
are present. We need the use of our full complement of unimpeded radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think is is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our

radio equipment. the hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
people like'myselt and contributes tc the advancement and development of
the commercial and military aviation.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC.to carry out its proposal (PR 92-235) for the 72-75 Mhz

bands.
Sincerely,
é’/L:;>¢¢LL/ E; ~47/:;:)°,.£g_
Arciitectural Consultant Richmond, Virginia Ashland, Virginia

;2.0 Box 307, Ashiland, Virginia 23005 Telephone: (804) 798-4501



RE: OPPOSED to PR Docket 92-235

Dear yMMmm~(dmwmp

It has recently come to my attention that the FCC is considering an
action which will severely limit, and which will also render unsafe a
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(R/C) model airplanes, helicopters, cars, and boats. I have been
involved in this hobby for 4 years. When you consider that there are
thousands of other R/C hobbyists in the U.S. such as myself, these
proposed rule changes have the potential to affect more than 500,000
people economically, and in terms of spare time enjoyment. In 1991, the
FCC made some rule changes which rendered some radio frequencies
unusable.

FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making in PR Docket 92-235 replaces
Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of
R/C aircraft and surface models by keeping 10KHz spacing between fixed
commercial users, and frequencies used by R/C enthusiasts. The new Part
88 will allow moblle users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies
available for R/C use. This reduction in the spacing between
frequencies will eliminate the safe use of 31 of the 50 channels on the
72 Mhz band, and 10 of the 30 channels on the 75 Mhz band currently in
use by R/C hobbylsts.

I am very concerned about these proposed changes. If adopted, the
new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use, and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model aircraft.

ensure the safety of both operators and bystanders, and the protection
of property. If radio interference occurs {such as may be caused by the
proposed rule changes) while a model aircraft is in flight, the operator
may lose control of the model. These models are often flown at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators and spectators
are present. We must be assured of the unimpeded use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to ensure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think that it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions for land mobile radio users at the expense of R/C
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models, and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself, and contributes to the advancement and
development of commercial and military aviation.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by NOT
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal (PR 92-235) for the 72-75 MHz
bands.

Sincerely, '

S (!

Steven R. Crawford
Academy of Model Aeronautics #348432

Whop we i Qlleapedel R aircraft  wp gneta, argab _lgoeotbe o



) 8930 Weldon Drive
The Honorable John W. Warner =i ; S 5
1100 East ifain Street Richmond, Virginia 23229

_ Richmond, Virginia 33219
RE:Against PR Docket 92-235

Dear__

It has recently come to my attention that the FCC is considering an
action that will severely limit and will also make unsafe a very important
hobby of mine, Radio Controlled (R/C) model airplanes, helicopters, cars

a Ao - - iy Y=rad i b’ e bhelblrz-Lfmre o _staavwrTThrm trms
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myself, these proposed rule changes will affect more than 500,000 people
economically and in terms of enjoyment. In 1991 FCC made some rules changes

that dropped Radio frequencies that are no longer usable.

FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part
90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of R/C
aircraft and surface models by keeping 10Khz spacing between fixed
commercial users and frequencies used by R/C enthusiasts. the new Part 88
will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz available to us,
eliminating sage use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 Mhz band
and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 Mhz band now used by hobbyists.

I am very concerned about these changes. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model us and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model aircraft.

When we fly our model R/C aircraft, we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of both operators and bystanders and the protection of property.
The Models themselves are expensive to build; but more to.the point, they
are capable of causing serious injury, or even death if radio interference
cause the operator to lose control of his craft. These models are flown at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators and spectators
are present. We need the use of our full complement of unimpeded radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think is is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our

radio quipment. the hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
meobDle like mvecelf and coantrihiitac +m Fhea 2 Icratrmmommeamd mneod Tecrmd e mead ~f












February 3, 1993
The Honorable John Warner
600 E. Main Street
Richmond, Va 23219

Dear Senator Warner:

I have recently become involved and interested in the hobby of building and flying of remote controlled
airplancs. There is a fairly large community of hobbyist locally and nation wide that fly radio controlled (R/C)
miniature airplanes and helicopters and/or run remotely controlled cars and boats. This hobby consumes a lot
of tirae and gives much oleasure to voune and old alike. The equipment nccessarv fo build and.opcrate remo rv {0 build and operate remote

I am comceracd about a proposcd rulc chaage that is curreatly under
considcration by the Federal Communication Cemmission (FCC). The procceding is
PR Docket 92-235. If adoptcd, the new rulc will greatly reduce the usability of
frequcacics currcatly assigmed for use by R/C hobbyist aad increase the risk of
accidents aad atteadaat liability.

Our radio-control frequencies lie in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the
land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces
Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safc usc of R/C aircraft
and surface models by kecping 10Khz scparation between fixed commercial users and
frequencics usced by R/C enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobilc users on
frequencics within 2.5 Khz of frequencics available to us, climinating safe usc of at
lcast 31 of the 50 chaanels on the 72 MHz band aad 10 of the 30 frequencies on the
75 MHz band now used by hobbyist. In fact morc chanacls will likely be affected.

When we operate our R/C models, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and
use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable [requencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC,
the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

I don't think that it is wise of the FCC to seck to expand the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of the radio-confrol modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radio, but we have considerable investment in our miniature aircraft and radios. It is a sizeable industry
that must be protected from these detrimental FCC actions. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
hundreds of thousands of people like mysell and contributes to the advancement and development of the
commercial aviation industry.

Plcasc help mc continuc the safc cnjoymcat of my pastimc by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposed PR Docket 92-235 for the 72-76 MHz baad. Wc atl nccd your

' R awrese & 0 B aa" > wa @8 -— - e e e






*** URGENT PLEASE HELP

RE: Against PR Docket 92-235
Dear Senator Warner, February 6, 1993

M Meh ifeoce—1— rrannds lem- et oni d £ A1l celf rasran— mearet hacoy i}

' hole to tee off.* You would have to wait for tcn golfers at every hole. This is oquivalent to what _ —
the FCC wants to do with the 72-75 Mhz bands now rescrved for Radio Controlled model
aircraft, boats and cars. _

We have just found out that the FCC is considering mo-lﬁutwouldscmlyaﬂbctmlr
hobby of flying Radio Controllcd Modcl Airplanes. 1 many hundreds of dollars and much
:&mylegmﬁmcwithﬁishobbymdthmmﬂlmndsofo&crwchobbyiststhatthiswill
cct also.

The proposal by allowing mobile users to use frequencies within 2.5 Khz or even directly on top
of the channcls we have now will render at least 31 of the 50 channcls unsafc and unusable. The
FCC alrcady made some changes in 1991 requiring us to spend scveral hundred dollars cach for
radio modifications.

I appreciate your work for Virginia and am surc you have other pressing concerns but this is
important to a grecat many people. Pleasc do not allow the RCC to take away any more of our
frequencics on the 72-75 Mhz bands. This is about to be implemented, plcasc act fast. Help by
opposing PR 92-235 .

Thanks for your time
Sincercly,

: n
i !
i
—
Tee— .

teve M. Mills
13610 Timberlake Ct.
Midlothian, VA 23113
804-378-5258
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The Honw"aé/e_ dohn W Wwrrmer L-/- / g2
7100 &. Mew 57- RE:Against PR Docket 92-235

__R!'(me.frn((/. V. A3y

Dear Seng TL«," Ve rner”

It has recently come to my attention that the FCC is considering an
action that will severely limit and will also make unsafe a very important
hobby of mine, Radio Controlled (R/C) model airplanes, helicopters, cars
and boats. I have been involved in this hobby for Z2 years. When you
consider there are thousands of other R/C hobbyists in the U.S. just like
myself, these proposed rule changes will affect more than 500,000 people
economically and in terms of enjoyment. In 1991 FCC made some rules changes
that dropped Radio frequencies that are no longer usable.

FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part
90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of R/C
aircraft and surface models by keeping 10Khz spacing between fixed
commercial users and frequencies used by R/C enthusiasts. the new Part 88
will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz available to us,
eliminating sage use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 Mhz band
and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 Mhz band now used by hobbyists.

I am very concerned about these changes. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model us and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model aircraft.

When we fly our model R/C aircraft, we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of both operators and bystanders and the protection of property.
The Models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they
are capable of causing serious injury, or even death if radio interference
cause the operator to lose control of his craft. These models are filown at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators and spectators
are present. We need the use of our full complement of unimpeded radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment. '

I do not think is is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have a considerable investment in our modeis and in our

radio quipment. the hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
people llke.myself and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial and military aviation.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
;1lgw1ng the FCC to carry out its proposal (PR 92-235) for the 72-75 Mhz
ands.

Sincerely,
3-6#".:)/ L. kb
1501 Denhgm Rd
Rfci\moda[l Ve,

23229









Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal (PR 92-235) for the
72-75 MHZ bands.

Sincerely,

(e Lo

Menzel¥M. Garris



February 3., 1993
RE:Against PR Docket 92-235
The Honorable John W. Warner
1100 E. Main Street
Richmond., VA 23219

Dear Senator Warner:

It has recently come to my attention that the FCC is considering
an action that will severely limit and will make unsafe a very
important hobby of mine. Radio Controlled (R/C) model airplanes,
helicopters, cars and boats. I have been involved in this hobby
for 25 years. When you consider that there are thousands of other
R/C hobbyists in the United States like myself, these proposed
rule changes will affect over 500,000 people economically and in
terms of enjoyment.

In 1991 the FCC made some rule changes that dropped radio
frequencies that are no longer usable. FCC Notice of Proposed
Rule Making in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part 90 of the rules
with a new part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of R/C aircraft
and surface models by keeping 10 Khz spacing between fixed
commercial users and frequencies used by R/C enthusiasts. The new
part 88 will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of
the frequencies available to us. This will eliminate safe use of
at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 Mhz band and 10 of the
30 frequencies on the 75 Mhz band now used by hobbyists.

When we fly our model R/C'aircraft, we go to great lengths to

jirnciiyn Fha caffahrremaf hath f‘t‘la &ny‘:r;{ﬂ!si ipﬂl h)rg‘fanﬂQLC Fﬂg g“h37
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: protection of property. The models themselves are expensive to
build; and are capable of causing serious 1injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of his

craft.

These models are not just toys. Many important aviation
developments can be directly linked to radio controlled models,
such as the artillery spotting drones that saved lives during the
Gulf War. The Gossamer series of man—-powered aircraft were
developed from R/C gliders. NASA uses R/C aircraft to help
develop important projects such as the space shuttle and many
experimental designs. Most of the people involved in these
endeavors started their careers in our wonderful hobby.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal (PR 92-235) for the
72-73 Mhz bands.

John Gausby
Ashland, VA

W
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The Honorable John W. UWarner

‘1102 E-d“af; S;ézw RE:Against PR Docket 92-235
“Richmond, YA.

Dear_

It has recently come to my attention that the FCC is considering an
action that will severely limit and will also make unsafe a very important
hobby of mine, Radio Controlled (R/C) model airplanes, helicopters, cars
and boats. I have been involved in this hobby for _, years. When you
consider there are thousands of other R/C hobbyists in the U.S. just like
myself, these proposed rule changes will affect more than 500,000 people
economically and in terms of enjoyment. In 1991 FCC made some rules changes
that dropped Radio frequencies that are no longer usable.

FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part
90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of R/C
aircraft and surface models.by keeping 10Khz spacing between fixed
commercial users and frequencies used by R/C enthusiasts. the new Part 88
will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz available to us,
eliminating sage use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 Mhz band
and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 Mhz band now used by hobbyists.

I am very concerned about these changes. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model us and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model aircraft.

When we fly our model R/C aircraft, we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of both operators and bystanders and the protection of property.
The Models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they
are capable of causing serious injury, or even death if radio interference
cause the operator to lose control of his craft. These models are flown at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators and spectators
are present. We need the use of our full complement of unimpeded radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think is is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have a considerable ‘investment in our models and in our
radio quipment. the hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
People like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial and military aviation.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not

g;igwing the FCC to carry out its proposal (PR 92-235) for the 72-75 MLz
s.

Sincerely,
QVﬁéZ\ Q%gydéa//””

Mitchell B. Snyder,
R.A.R.C

|



